Millennium Development Goals Debate
Intended Outcome – to help students have a deeper understanding of the Millennium Development Goals, as well as encouraging debate skills and an appreciation for the difficulty in allocating resources

· Debate – where should the UN spend a $1 billion gift they have received from an anonymous donor?  

· You can only choose three areas to spend the money on, but you do not have to give each of those three areas the same amount of funding.

Day One

1. Assign students one of the eight goals and have them research the goal in their textbook (if time, also do some online research)


*may also want to use the book “End of Poverty” (Jeffrey Sachs) to go into more depth

2. Students get into their goal group and discuss what arguments they will use to convince the class their goal is more important than others.  They should choose a representative that will share their reasons with the class.

a. Hint – need to not only say why your goal is important, but also why it is MORE important than the other goals

Day Two
3. Start the debate – (should take about 40-60 minutes)
a. Round One: each of the goals gets to give two reasons why their goal is more important that the others. (10 minutes)

b. Round Two: the other groups get the opportunity to question the other groups to increase their status/reduce the interest in other groups (15 minutes)

c. Round Three: each group spokesperson gets to make one final comment to convince the group. (5 minutes)

d. Round Four: the class must now decide where to spend the money (10 minutes) – this may be a bit of a free for all, but in the end the entire group must agree (consensus)

i. You may want to assign a student to record the chosen goals and amounts on the board, as things could change quickly as the debate progresses (so first the group must choose the three goals – may need to vote on each goal to gauge support; then they must vote/agree on the amounts spent on each goal)

4. Wrap-up – discuss with the class the difficulty in choosing where to focus efforts, coming to an agreement, debating skills, etc

a. May want to assign a minor written response.

